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A b s t r a c t

Health systems in the United Kingdom have, for many years, made the quality of
care a highly visible priority, internationally pioneering many tools and policies to
assure and improve the quality of care. A key challenge, however, is to understand
why, despite being a global leader in quality monitoring and improvement, the
United

Kingdom

does

not

consistently

demonstrate

strong

performance

on

international benchmarks of quality. This report reviews the quality of health care
in the England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, seeking to highlight best
practices, and provides a series of targeted assessments and recommendations for
further quality gains in health care. To secure continued quality gains, the four
health systems will need to balance top-down approaches to quality management
and bottom-up approaches to quality improvement; publish more quality and
outcomes data disaggregated by country; and, establish a forum where the key
officials and clinical leaders from the four health systems responsible for quality of
care can meet on a regular basis to learn from each other’s innovations.
Full Text:

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/oecd-reviews-of-healt
h-care-quality-united-kingdom-2016_9789264239487-en
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Desired Fertility and Number of Children Born Across Time
and Space
Isabel Günther, Kenneth Harttgen
A b s t r a c t

Economists have often argued that high fertility rates are mainly driven by women’s
demand for children (and not by family planning efforts) with low levels of
unwanted fertility across countries (and hence with little room for family planning
efforts to reduce population growth). We study the relationship between wanted
fertility and number of children born in a panel of 200 country-years controlling for
country fixed effects and global time trends. In general, we find a close relationship
between wanted and actual fertility, with one desired child leading to one additional
birth. However, our results also indicate that in the last 20 years, the level of
unwanted births has stayed at 2 across African countries but has, on average,
decreased from 1 to close to 0 in other developing countries. Hence, women in
African countries are less able to translate child preferences into birth outcomes than
women in other developing countries, and forces other than fertility demand have
been important for previous fertility declines in many developing countries. Family
planning efforts only partially explain the observed temporal and spatial differences
in achieving desired fertility levels.
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Full Text:

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13524-015-0451-9

Journal of Marriage and Family. 2016 Feb v. 78 n. 1 pp. 43-59

Socioeconomic Status and Parenting Priorities: Child
Independence and Obedience Around the World
Heejung Park, Anna S. Lau
A b s t r a c t

This

study

investigates

the

extent

to

which

both

national

and

personal

socioeconomic status shape national norms and parenting priorities concerning child
socialization. Data came from the European Values Survey, the World Values Survey,
and the World Bank Data Catalog, resulting in 227,431 parents from 90 nations
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across fives study waves (1981–2008). Child independence was more popular in
nations with greater wealth and more highly educated populations; obedience was
more popular in nations with less wealth and lower percentages of educated and
urban populations. Personal socioeconomic status predicted individual parents'
prioritization of child independence and obedience; higher social class predicted a
greater

likelihood

of

endorsing

independence

and

not

endorsing

obedience.

Time-slope estimation across study waves revealed that parents' prioritization of
independence and obedience may rise over time in developing nations. Results
provide implications for education, practice, and policy on cultural variations in
parenting.
Keywords:
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Full Text:

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jomf.12247/abstract
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Welfare States and Social Cohesion in Europe: Does Social
Service Quality Matter?
RHYS ANDREWS and SEBASTIAN JILKE
A b s t r a c t

In this article, the authors evaluate whether the provision of good quality social
services has the potential to create social cohesion. In addition to examining the
relationship between social services and social cohesion, the authors expand
institutional theories of social capital by investigating whether this potential for
building social solidarity may be resilient to the corrosive effects of economic strain.
Multilevel analyses of variations in the perceptions of social cohesion amongst
Europeans were conducted for 27 member countries of the EU using the
Eurobarometer 74.1 on poverty and social exclusion from 2010. The results suggest
that individuals receiving better quality social service provision perceived higher
levels of social cohesion within the country in which they live. By contrast,
individuals living in households experiencing economic strain perceived lower levels
of cohesion. Further analysis revealed that the experience of economic strain does
not weaken the positive relationship between social services quality and perceptions
of cohesion.
Full Text:

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10043556
&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S0047279415000513
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